
Collector coins

On 25 February 2016 Narodowy Bank Polski 
will be putting into circulation two collector 
coins “200th Anniversary of the Establishment 
of the University of Warsaw”- a gold coin with 
the face value of 200 zł and a silver coin with 
the face value of 10 zł.

On the obverse, all Polish coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

Issuing collector items is an occasion to 
commemorate important historic fi gures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule 
can be found at the  
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact our consultants 
at the following phone numbers:  
+48 22 185 91 96 and +48 22 185 91 59.

Collector coins issued by NBP 
are sold in the NBP regional branches 
and at the internet shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank 
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy 
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic 
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds 
the exclusive right to issue the currency 
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank, 
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages 
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally, 
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fi elds 
of economics and fi nancial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

75th Anniversary 
of the First Drop 
of the Cichociemni 
Paratroopers



75th Anniversary of the First Drop of the Cichociemni Paratroopers

The first group of the Cichociemni (Silent Un-
seen) – the soldiers of the Polish Armed Forces 
trained in the United Kingdom and redeployed 
into the territory of occupied Poland as support 
for the cadre of the Union of Armed Struggle 
(ZWZ), later to become the Home Army (AK) – 
lands on the territory of occupied Poland in the 
night of 15 and 16 February 1941. This is, at the 
same time, the first redeployment of paratroopers 
from the United Kingdom to the Continent. The 
operation, known under the cryptonym “Adol-
phus”, is experimental – the goal is to achieve 
maximum efficiency while minimizing the loss-
es. The drop is planned at a post situated 7.5 km 
south of Włoszczowa. By mistake the plane drops 
the paratroopers in the Cieszyn area, just outside 
the village of Dębowiec near Skoczów, onto a 
territory incorporated into the Reich. Among the 
paratroopers there are Maj. Stanisław Krzymows-
ki aka “Kostka”, Captain of Cavalry Józef Zabielski 
aka “Żbik” and Courier to the Government Del-
egate for Poland, Bombardier Czesław Raczkow-
ski aka “Orkan”. The first two manage to get to 
Warsaw on their own, but all the equipment and 
codes are intercepted by the enemy. The third, 
“Orkan”, gets arrested by the Germans when 
crossing the border of the General Government.  
He is, however, taken for an ordinary smuggler 
and spends only three months in prison in Wad-
owice. This pioneer flight, despite the difficulties 
encountered, proves that deployment operations 
to the occupied countries are feasible and can 
be effective. By December 1944, 316 Cichociem-
ni paratroopers and 28 couriers are deployed to 

Poland. Following sabotage and diversion training 
courses, they are assigned to such organizations as 
Wachlarz, the Union of Retaliation and Kedyw, and 
they fight in the partisan units too. Others work in 
intelligence, document legalisation and in commu-
nications. Over 90 take part in the Warsaw Uprising. 
In every area of the fighting, they stand out as being 
superbly trained and exhibiting a valorous attitude 
and professionalism. Since 1995, the GROM Military 
Unit has preserved the heritage and continued the 
traditions of the Cichociemni Paratroopers.  

Col. Piotr Gąstał

Face value 10 zł
Metal: Ag 925/1000 
Finish: proof  
Diameter: 32.00 mm 
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge: plain 
Mintage: up to 15,000 pcs

Designer: Urszula Walerzak 

Issuer: NBP
The coins, commissioned by NBP, were struck  
by Mennica Polska S.A. 

On 16 February 2016 Narodowy Bank Polski is putting 
into circulation a silver coin “75th Anniversary of the 
First Drop of the Cichociemni Paratroopers”, with the 
face value of 10 zł.

The obverse of the coin features a paratroop-
er during a combat jump with a troop para-
chute. The arches surrounding the outer edge 
of the coin symbolize the open canopy of  
a parachute, and the lines radiating towards 
the centre of the disc represent the lines of  
an opened parachute. 
  
In the centre of the reverse of the coin there is 
the parachute symbol with a wreath and the 
emblem of Fighting Poland. The background 
is filled with 316 birds, symbolizing 316 Cicho-
ciemni Paratroopers. In the rim, there are 
three birds in isolation, symbolizing the three 
paratroopers who participated in the first  
deployment of the Cichociemni to Poland.


