
Collector coins

Issuing collector items is an occasion
to commemorate important historic figures
and anniversaries, as well as to develop
the interest of the public in Polish culture,
science, and tradition.

On 7 December 2016, Narodowy Bank Polski 
will be putting into circulation collector coins of 
the series “Treasures of King Stanislaw August” – 
Alexander Jagiellon with face values of 50 zł and 
500 zł, and a collector coin of the series “History 
of Polish Coin” – the schilling and the thaler of 
King Stephen Bathory, with a face value of 20 zł.

Collector coins issued by NBP
are sold in the NBP regional branches 
and at the internet shop.

Information on the issue schedule 
can be found at the 
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact our consultants 
at the following phone numbers: 
+48 22 185 45 96 and +48 22 185 13 03.

All Polish collector coins feature:

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 

emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl
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100th Anniversary of Regaining
Independence by Poland

Józef Haller



100th Anniversary of Regaining Independence by Poland – Józef Haller

The body of high-ranking officers involved 
in the formation, from November 1918, of 
the command of the Polish Army was mostly 
made up of figures well-known to the public 
on account of their achievements. One such 
figure was certainly Józef Haller, without 
whom the volunteer Polish army in France, 
called the Blue Army and, with time, also 
Haller’s Army, would not have come to life. In 
1918, the Army was recognized by the Entente 
countries as allied forces.  

Józef Haller came from a family of landed gentry 
from Lesser Poland, boasting strong patriotic and 
religious traditions. The vicissitudes of his life 
show Poles’ tortuous paths to independence.

Haller trained to be a soldier in the Austro-
Hungarian army. After the outbreak of World 
War I, he became a co-founder of the Polish 
military formations fighting alongside the Austro-
-Hungarian forces. As commander of the 3rd 
Regiment of the Legions he waged bloody battles 
with the Russian army in the Carpathians. 

Following changes on the international arena in 
1918 a further alliance with the Central Powers 
was becoming pointless, and thus in February 
Haller renounced allegiance to Austria-Hungary 
and together with his soldiers advanced to 
Ukraine, taking charge of the 2nd Polish Corps 
stationed there. In May 1918, the Corps was 
defeated by the Germans near Kaniów; however, 
Haller managed to escape to France, where he 
became commander of the Blue Army, formed 
a year earlier.  

In April 1919 the army of approx. 70,000 well-
-armed soldiers reached Poland, where they 

successfully fought against the Ukrainians in 
Eastern Galicia and against the Bolsheviks during 
the war of 1920.  

On 10 February 1920, Józef Haller, as 
commander of the Pomeranian Front, 
performed a symbolic “marriage” of Poland 
to the Baltic Sea in the seaside town of Puck. 
The ceremony was a fitting culmination 
of the General’s contribution to Poland’s 
successful struggle for independence.

Andrzej Chojnowski

On 8 November 2016, Narodowy Bank Polski is 
putting into circulation collector coins of the series 
“100th Anniversary of Regaining Independence 
by Poland” – Józef Haller, a gold coin with a face 
value of 100 zł and a silver coin with a  face value 
of 10 zł. 

Face value 100 zł
Metal: Au 900/1000 
Finish: proof
Diameter: 21.00 mm 
Weight: 8.00 g
Edge: inscription: Stulecie odzyskania
przez Polskę niepodległości
(100th Anniversary of Regaining
Independence by Poland)
Mintage: up to 2,000 pcs

Obverse designer: Dobrochna Surajewska
Reverse designer: Sebastian Mikołajczak

Face value 10 zł 
Metal: Ag 925/1000 
Finish: proof; microprinting
Dimensions: 32.00 x 22.40 mm 
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge: plain
Mintage: up to 20,000 pcs

Designer: Dobrochna Surajewska
Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP,  
were struck by Mennica Polska  S.A.


