
Collector coins

On 5 December 2017, Narodowy Bank Polski  
will be putting into circulation a silver coin  
of the series “Enduring Soldiers Accursed by  
the Communists” – Henryk Glapiński  
alias Klinga, with a face value of 10 złoty.

All Polish collector coins feature:

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue

Issuing collector items is an occasion 
to commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule 
can be found at the 
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact our consultants 
at the following phone numbers: 
+48 22 185 45 96 and +48 22 185 13 03.

Collector items issued by NBP 
are sold in the NBP regional branches 
and at the online shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

Feliks Selmanowicz 
alias Zagończyk

The Enduring Soldiers 
Accursed by the Communists



The Enduring Soldiers Accursed by the Communists – Feliks Selmanowicz alias Zagończyk

Born on 6 June 1904 in Vilnius. He had completed 
5 grades of middle school before the outbreak of WWI. 
In September 1918, he volunteered to the Vilnius 
Vigilante Organization, and later to the 1st Battalion 
of Neman River Rifles with which he fought in the 
Polish-Soviet War. He subsequently worked for the 
People’s Militia in the Neutral Zone – an area under 
international control after fighting between Lithuania 
and Poland was over. In free Poland he worked as 
a civil servant and ran a farm. He was probably 
associated with Polish as well as French military 
intelligence. 
In August 1939, he was mobilized to the Border 
Security Corps as a sergeant. He took part in the 
fighting against the Red Army on 17 September 1939. 
After being interned by the Lithuanian authorities, he 
managed to escape from the camp in November and 
returned to Vilnius, where he became involved in the 
Polish conspiracy movement. In January 1940, he was 
arrested by the Lithuanian police, but was released 
because no evidence was found to prove his guilt. When 
the Soviets marched into the town, he was arrested 
once again, handed over to the NKVD (the People’s 
Commissariat for Internal Affairs), and condemned to 
death for espionage. However, the death sentence was 
not executed since he fled from the transport after the 
German troops entered Vilnius.    
From January 1944 he fought in the Vilnius Brigades 
of the Home Army: the 3rd Brigade of Col. Gracjan 
Fróg alias Szczerbiec, the 5th Brigade of Mjr Zygmunt 
Szendzielarz alias Łupaszka (deputy platoon 
commander), and the 4th Brigade of 2LT Longin 
Wojciechowski alias Ronin (company commander). 
Promoted to second lieutenant, wounded twice, 
he received the Cross of Valour.  
In July 1944, following the disarmament of his troop by 
the Soviets, he was interned in Kaluga. In April 1945, 

he managed to escape and return to Vilnius, from where 
he was repatriated to Poland six months later. At the 
end of 1945 and the beginning of 1946, he established 
contact with Major Szendzielarz, who was reassembling 
the 5th Vilnius Brigade of the Home Army in Pomerania. 
He took command of a 5-strong independent combat and 
diversionary patrol of the Gdańsk and Olsztyn region, 
whose task was to obtain funds for organisational activity 
and to conduct propaganda campaigns. 
He was arrested on 8 July 1946 in a conspirators’ flat in 
Sopot; three Security Office (UB) functionaries were 
said to have been killed during his attempted escape. 
He was then transported to a remand centre in Gdańsk 
and subjected to a brutal interrogation. He made a failed 
escape attempt. On 17 August the District Military Court 
in Gdańsk sentenced Second Lieutenant Selmanowicz to 
death. He was murdered on 28 August 1946 at 6.15 am in 

On 22 November 2017, Narodowy Bank Polski is 
putting into circulation a silver coin dedicated to 
Feliks Selmanowicz alias Zagończyk of the series “The 
Enduring Soldiers Accursed by the Communists”, with a 
face value of 10 zł.

The obverse of the silver coin features prison bars 
symbolically torn apart.

The reverse features the images of Feliks 
Selmanowicz alias Zagończyk, a military eagle, 
a white-red flag with the symbol of Fighting Poland 
and the inscription “They acted as they should”.

the cellar of the Gdańsk prison in Kurkowa Street, 
together with Danuta Siedzikówna alias Inka, 
a medic of the 5th Vilnius Brigade of the Home 
Army. Both of them cried “Long live Poland!” before 
their death.
The Provincial Court in Gdańsk cancelled the death 
sentence in 1997. In 2014, the Institute of National 
Remembrance (IPN) found the remains of Feliks 
Selmanowicz hidden by the communists under 
paving slabs at the Garrison Cemetery in Gdańsk. 
On 28 August 2016, a ceremonial state funeral of 
Zagończyk and Inka was held there to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the death sentence. President Andrzej 
Duda posthumously promoted Second Lieutenant 
Selmanowicz to lieutenant colonel. 

 Tadeusz Płużański

Face value 10 zł
Metal: Ag 925/1000 
Finish: proof; pad printing  
Diameter: 32.00 mm 
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge: plain 
Mintage: up to 15,000 pcs
Designer of the obverse: Dobrochna Surajewska 
Designer of the reverse: Urszula Walerzak

Issuer: NBP
The coins, commissioned by NBP, were struck  
by Mennica Polska S.A.


