
On 16 April 2019,  Narodowy Bank Polski  
is putting into circulation a silver coin of the series  
“The Enduring Soldiers Accursed by the Communists”,  
with a face value of 10 zł.

The reverse of the coin carries the images of 
Stanisław Kasznica “Wąsowski”, the Virtuti Military 
Order, and a white-and-red flag with the symbol of 
Fighting Poland, and the inscription ”Zachowali się 
jak trzeba” (“They acted as they should”).

Stanisław Kasznica 
alias “Wąsowski”

Stanisław Kasznica was born to a family of lawyers in Lvov 
on 25 July 1908. His father, Stanisław Wincenty Kasznica, 
a descendant of Antoni Trębicki, who was a deputy to the Four-
Year Sejm, was a Doctor of Law, a member of the National 
Democratic Party, and a senator of the Second Republic of Poland.

After his family moved to Poznań, where his father was appointed 
rector of the University of Poznań, young Stanisław finished 
the local Karol Marcinkowski Lower Secondary School, and then 
graduated in law from the University of Poznań. During his 
studies, he became a member and one of the leaders of the All-
Polish Youth. He was also a member of the student organisation 
“Brotherly Help”, the Academic Fraternity “Helionia” (as its 
president from 1938), as well as the Poznań Academic Aero Club. 
In 1934, he joined the National Radical Camp. As the party was 
declared illegal, he joined its clandestine multi-level leadership 
structure called the Polish Organisation.

He performed his military service in the Artillery Reserve 
Officer Cadet School in Włodzimierz Wołyński, and served as 
a lieutenant of the reserve in the 7th Greater Poland Horse 
Artillery Division (DAK) in Poznań. Until the outbreak of 
the war, he worked at Ignacy Weinfeld’s law office in Warsaw 
and as a legal adviser in Gniezno. 

In the defensive war of 1939, he was in command of a battery 
platoon in the 7th Horse Artillery Division, which was 
subordinated to the Greater Poland Cavalry Brigade assigned 
to the “Poznań” Army. He fought in the battles of the Bzura, 

Laski, and Sieraków and defended Warsaw. For bravery in 
the battlefield, he was awarded the Virtuti Militari Grand Cross 
Order Class V.

After the September defeat, he focused on pro-independence 
activities in the clandestine Polish Organisation. In 1942, he 
participated in the establishment of a new military organisation 
– the National Armed Forces (NSZ). Its primary objective was to 
fight both the Germans and the Soviets, counteract the communist 
influence, and establish Poland as a national-Catholic country after 
the war.

Stanisław Kasznica was among those who refused to accept 
integration with the Home Army. In July 1944, he was appointed 
Head of the 1st Section of the National Armed Forces Headquarters. 
Even though he opposed the launch of the Warsaw Uprising, he 
fought in the Ochota district. After the failure of the Warsaw 
Uprising, he conducted anti-communist activities in the fields of 
army, intelligence, politics, and among youth. In August 1945, he 
was appointed as acting chief commander of the National Armed 
Forces. At the turn of 1945, along with part of the surviving staff, 
he joined the National Military Union. He was one of the Enduring 
Soldiers most wanted by the UB (Poland’s Department of Security) 
and the NKVD (the Soviet secret service agency) – a high reward 
was offered for his capture. How much the Soviets wanted to seize 
Kasznica is shown by the fact that reports on efforts to capture him 
were requested by Lawrientiy Beria, People’s Commissar for Internal 
Affairs of the USSR.

The last chief 
commander of 

the National Armed 
Forces fell into the hands of 

the communists on 15 February 1947 in Zakopane, 
where he was staying with his family. The brutal interrogation 
in the prison at Rakowiecka Street in Warsaw was conducted for 
nearly a year. On 2 March 1948, he received four death sentences. 
He was murdered on 12 May 1948.

In 1992, thanks to the efforts of his family, the sentence was 
overturned. Pursuant to the decision made by Lech Kaczyński, 
President of the Republic of Poland, on 20 August 2009, Stanisław 
Kasznica was posthumously awarded the Grand Cross of 
the Order of Polonia Restituta for his outstanding contribution 
to the independence of the Republic of Poland. His remains were 
exhumed in 2012 and transferred to “Łączka” (“The Meadow”) 
in the Powązki Military Cemetery in Warsaw.

Tadeusz Płużański
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Collector coins

Narodowy Bank Polski holds the exclusive right to issue  
the currency of the Republic of Poland, including collector 
coins and banknotes.

All coins and banknotes issued by NBP are legal tender  
in Poland.

On 25 April 2019, Narodowy Bank Polski will be putting into 
circulation a collector coin from the series “Great Polish 
Economists” – Roman Rybarski with a face value of 10 złoty.

Ag 925/1000
proof, pad printing
32.00 mm
14.14 g
plain
up to 13,000 pcs
Dobrochna Surajewska
NBP 

All Polish coins feature:
face value, image of the Eagle established  

as the state emblem of the Republic of Poland
inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska, year of issue

The obverse of the silver coin features  
prison bars torn apart. 

The coins, commissioned by NBP,  
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A.

10 zł

Information on the issue schedule can be found at the  
www.nbp.pl/monety website. 

Collector items issued by NBP are sold at NBP regional 
branches and in the NBP online shop. 

Should you have any questions, please contact our  
consultants at the following phone numbers:  
(+48) 22 185 91 59 and (+48) 22 185 13 03. 

Issuing collector items is an occasion 
to commemorate important historic 
figures and anniversaries, as well as 
to develop the interest of the public in 
Polish culture, science, and tradition.
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