All Polish collector coins feature:
face value
	image of the Eagle established as the state
emblem of the Republic of Poland

Collector coins issued by NBP
are sold at NBP regional branches
and in the NBP online shop.

inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska
year of issue
On 21 May 2021, Narodowy Bank Polski will
be putting into circulation a commemorative
coin of the series “Discover Poland”
– “The Crane Gate in Gdańsk”,
with the face value of 5 złoty.

Issuing collector items is an occasion to
commemorate important historic figures
and anniversaries, as well as to develop
the interest of the public in Polish culture,
science and tradition.
Information on the issue schedule
can be found at the
www.nbp.pl/monety website.
Should you have any questions,
please contact our consultants
at the following phone numbers:
+48 22 185 91 59 and +48 22 185 13 03.

230th Anniversary of the
Constitution of 3 May 1791
– the magnum opus of the
revived Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are
described in the Constitution of the Republic
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds
the exclusive right to issue the currency
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,
it does not provide accounts for the general public,
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals.
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions
for the operation of the Polish banking system.
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important
research and analytical centres in the fields
of economics and financial markets.
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl
Narodowy Bank Polski

Collector coins

230th Anniversary of the Constitution of 3 May 1791
– the magnum opus of the revived Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
Face value: 100 zł

On 28 April 2021, Narodowy Bank Polski is putting
into circulation a silver coin with the face value
of 50 złoty and a gold coin with the face value of
100 złoty – “230th Anniversary of the Constitution
of 3 May 1791 – the magnum opus of the revived
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth”.

Metal: Au 900/1000
Finish: proof
Diameter: 21.00 mm
Weight: 8.00 g
Edge (side): plain
Mintage: up to 1,200

pcs

Designer: Dobrochna Surajewska

The Commonwealth was dependent on Russia from
the beginning of the 18th century, but its society, which
was revived thanks to the Commission of National
Education, the Corps of Cadets and modernised
monastic schools, found it increasingly difficult to
come to terms with Russia’s brutal meddling in
the country’s affairs. The outbreak of the Russo-Turkish
war (1787) raised hopes that Catherine II would have
to loosen the leash choking the Commonwealth.
In such circumstances, the Confederate Sejm, to which
the privilege of liberum veto did not apply, assembled
for the term from 1788 to 1792. This Sejm went down
in history as the Four Years’ Sejm or Great Sejm due
to its achievements, which culminated in a modern
constitution. When the Sejm rejected an unsuccessful
version penned by Ignacy Potocki, who was the leader
of the reform camp, he asked Stanisław August to
draw up a draft constitution. The monarch’s text was
discussed from January 1791 amid the utmost secrecy
by the co-authors of the act, who – apart from the king
and Ignacy Potocki – included Hugo Kołłątaj and
the ruler’s secretary, Scipione Piattoli. The final version
was first introduced to a circle of trusted individuals,
and on 3 May it was presented to the Sejm. Some of
the deputies, whose opposition was feared, were still
not back in Warsaw from the Easter break at that time.
The Constitution was adopted through a “coup d’état”,
but in February 1792, it was approved by more than 90%
of the Sejmiks in the nationwide 3 May referendum.
The Government Act of 3 May proclaimed
the sovereignty of the nation and implemented
Montesquieu’s tripartite division of power. It abolished
the liberum veto and established hereditary succession

Face value: 50 zł

Metal: Ag 999/1000
Finish: standard (oxidized)
Diameter: 45.00 mm
Weight: 62.20 g
Edge (side): inscription: 1791
Mintage: up to 6,000 pcs
Designer: Dominika Karpińska-Kopiec
Image of a fragment of the painting Constitution of 3 May 1791 by
Jan Matejko, from the collection of the Royal Castle in Warsaw
Museum, photograph by Andrzej Ring and Lech Sandzewicz.

Issuer: NBP

to the throne, and by granting townspeople the power of
co-decision it broadened the social base of the system.
The Commonwealth became a modern constitutional
monarchy and began to regain its prestige in Europe.

of Lithuania), and Ciołek (coat of arms of the House
of Poniatowski). A visible ribbon with the motto:
Pro fide, lege et grege, meaning: For faith, justice, and
the nation. At the bottom, the cross of the highest
state decoration – the Order of the White Eagle.

Russia’s intervention in May 1792 and the war lost
by the Poles brought about the fall of the magnum
opus of 3 May, and, eventually, Polish statehood.
The constitution, however, proved that Poles – “free from
the disgraceful orders imposed by foreign force” – were
able to revive the state. It restored Polish people’s respect
for themselves and for their own tradition. The memory
of the achievements of 3 May drove their fight to regain
an independent homeland.
The reverse of the gold coin features the coat of arms of
the Kingdom of Poland (the official name of the state at
the time) from the days of Stanisław August, consisting
of the White Eagle under the regal crown (coat of arms of
the Polish Crown), Vytis (coat of arms of the Grand Duchy

The coins, commissioned by NBP,
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A.

The reverse of the silver coin features a fragment
of the painting Constitution of 3 May 1791 by Jan
Matejko. In the foreground, Stanisław Małachowski,
Marshal of the Four Years’ Sejm, carried by
the deputies and holding the text of the Government
Act of 3 May. Below, a fragment of the Preamble to
the Constitution.
The obverse of the silver coin features a fragment
of the title page of one of the earliest editions of
the Constitution of 3 May published by Michał Gröll’s
publishing house in Warsaw, and the coat of arms of
the Kingdom of Poland used in 1791.
Prof. Zofia Zielińska

