
Collector coins

Discover Poland

The Crane Gate  
in Gdańsk

On 8 July 2021, Narodowy Bank Polski  
will be putting into circulation a silver coin 
“Wrocław – the Little Homeland”,  
with a face value of 50 złoty.

All Polish collector coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

Issuing collector items is an occasion to 
commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule  
can be found at the  
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone numbers:  
+48 22 185 91 59 and +48 22 185 13 03.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold at NBP regional branches  
and in the NBP online shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a bank of banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski



Discover Poland – The Crane Gate in Gdańsk

Face value: 5 zł
Alloy: ring MN25, core CuAl16Ni2
Finish: standard 
Diameter: 24.00 mm
Weight: 6.54 g
Edge (side): irregularly milled; on the edge: 
the inscription, NBP, repeated eight times, 
every second one inverted by 180 degrees, 
separated by stars 
Mintage: up to 1,000,000 pcs
Obverse designer: Dobrochna Surajewska
Reverse designer: Paweł Pietras

Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP,  
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A. 

On 21 May 2021, Narodowy Bank Polski is 
putting into circulation a commemorative 
coin of the series “Discover Poland” – 
The Crane Gate in Gdańsk, with a face value 
of 5 złoty.

From its inception, Gdańsk owed its economic 
growth to sea and river trade. Quays for loading 
and unloading vessels, cargo storage facilities, 
and docks for building and repairing vessels 
were constructed in the town as early as 
the Middle Ages. Archival documents confirm 
that in 1363 a fortified wooden gate existed 
within the town’s eastern walls. The gate burnt 
down in 1442, but in 1444 a Flemish-style brick 
structure was erected on the same site to serve 
as a port crane. The name of the gate originates 
from the tin weathervane in the shape of 
a crane mounted on top of the gate.

The Crane Gate in Gdańsk is 28 metres long 
and 10 metres wide. Its ground-level walls are 
4 metres thick. From the side of the Motława 
River, a 30-metre wooden structure rises 
between its towers. Its lifting mechanism, 
accommodated on top, extends beyond 
the quay edge, which enabled cargoes to be 
lifted from vessels and masts put up on them. 
The internal lifting structure consisted of two 
pairs of treadwheels, placed at various heights, 
with wheels with a diameter of 6 metres. 
The mechanism was set in motion by people 
treading inside the wheels. The ropes would lift 
a weight of 2 tonnes to a height of 27 metres or 
a weight of 4 tonnes to a height of 11 metres. 

In the 18th century, the Crane ceased to function 
as a port crane but continued to be used to set 

1965. Since 1977, the monument has been 
a  branch of the National Maritime Museum 
in Gdańsk. The Crane of Gdańsk is the largest 
and the oldest of the surviving port cranes of 
medieval Europe.

Rev. Prof. dr hab. Wojciech Zawadzki

The reverse of the coin depicts the south-east 
view of the Crane Gate from the right bank 
of the Motława River and the coat-of-arms 
of Gdańsk in the form of two crosses and 
a crown.

up masts on vessels navigating the Vistula River, 
heading back upstream along the river. Later on, 
it was used to lift sterns of motor-powered vessels 
out of the water to repair screw propellers and 
helms. In the 19th century, the port of Gdańsk 
was expanding intensively in a new location and 
the Crane was no longer needed.

During the war, in 1945, the wooden structure 
of the Crane burnt down, and 40% of its brick 
towers was destroyed. The walls of the gate were 
re-built in 1957–1959 and the wooden crane 
structure was reconstructed between 1963 and 


