All Polish collector coins feature:
m face value

m image of the Eagle established as the state
emblem of the Republic of Poland

m inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

m year of issue

Issuing collector items is an occasion

to commemorate important historic figures
and anniversaries, as well as to develop

the interest of the public in Polish culture,
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule
can be found at the nbp.pl/coins website.

Should you have any questions,
please contact our consultants
at the following phone number:
+48 22 185 17 05.

Collector coins issued by NBP
are sold at NBP regional branches
and in the NBP online shop.

On 20 June 2023, Narodowy Bank Polski

will be putting into circulation a gold collector coin
of the series “Banknotes in Circulation in Poland” -
“The 10 Z1oty Note”, with a face value of 10 zioty.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank

of the State, responsible for its monetary policy

and price stability. The Bank’s functions are
described in the Constitution of the Republic

of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds

the exclusive right to issue the currency

of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,

it does not provide accounts for the general public,
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals.
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages

the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,

it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions
for the operation of the Polish banking system.
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important
research and analytical centres in the fields

of economics and financial markets.

For more information on NBP visit: nbp.pl
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Discover Poland - The Vistula Spit Canal

On 22 May 2023, Narodowy Bank Polski is put-
ting into circulation a commemorative coin

of the series “Discover Poland” - “The Vistula
Spit Canal”, with a face value of 5 ztoty.

The first stage of construction of the new waterway
connecting the Vistula Lagoon with the Gulf of
Gdarisk took less than three years to complete, but
the preparations for the project had begun much
earlier. The very idea of building a canal dates back
to the reign of King Stephen Bathory and after World
War II it was revisited by Eugeniusz Kwiatkowski,
the builder of the harbour and the city of Gdynia:
Two tasks of great economic importance are staring us
in the face. One is to dig a canal across the Spit locking
the Elblgg Bay, near Kahlberg, thus producing a straight
and direct exit to the Baltic and enlivening the small
fishing ports on that Bay.

Initial design work started as early as 2007, when
a feasibility study concerning the potential project
commenced. Three other locations were considered
apart from the one that was eventually accepted. How-
ever, they were excluded due to the vicinity of nature
reserves, forest parks or developed areas. The choice
of the location also depended on the topography
of the area and the length of the future canal.

The building of the Vistula Spit Canal is the most
complicated hydrotechnical engineering project in
Poland. Absolutely unique solutions were used in the
making of the canal, such as innovative concrete blocks
for the construction of breakwaters. They had only
been used once earlier in the Netherlands. Poland was
the first place in the world where such blocks were also
deployed under the water.

Great emphasis was also laid on ensuring smooth traffic
flow. The new road system comprises two swing bridges
ensuring uninterrupted traffic even during the lockage.
The building permit design was an interdisciplinary one
comprising elements of hydrotechnical engineering,
highway engineering, bridge engineering, architecture
and installations. The Nowy Swiat Harbour Master’s Office
is the centre of the facility but its most important element
is the lock with two double lock gates. An artificial island
was created in the Vistula Lagoon for depositing spoil.
Ultimately, the island will be left deserted and serve
as a refuge for birds.

The canal connecting the Vistula Lagoon with the Gulf
of Gdansk was officially opened on 17 September 2022,
but the whole project also comprises the rebuilding of
the existing fairway on the Elblag River, the construction
of a new swing bridge in Nowakowo and the deepening

Face value: 5 zi

Metal: ring MN25, core CuAl6Ni2

Finish: standard

Diameter: 24.00 mm

Weight: 6.54 8

Edge (side): irregularly milled, with

the inscription “NBP”, repeated eight times,
every second one inverted by 180 degrees,
separated by stars

Mintage: up to 1,000,000 pcs

Obverse designer: Dobrochna Surajewska
Reverse designer: Pawet Pietras

Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP,
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A.

of the fairway on the Vistula Lagoon and the Elblag
River. The whole future waterway will be nearly
23 km long. The Maritime Office in Gdynia is
the investor financing all the stages of the project.

The reverse of the 5 zloty coin of the series
“Discover Poland” — “The Vistula Spit Canal” features
the Nowy Swiat Harbour Master’s Office building
and an entry to the canal from the Vistula Lagoon.

Magdalena Kierzkowska
Maritime Office in Gdynia



